170	ROMESH CHUNDER DUTT
in the course of years, progress in civilisation and in
self-government, in mercantile enterprises and in
representative institutions! even as the young English
Colonies in Australia are doing year by year. And
may our sons' sons when they come to Europe leel
that India can take her place among the great advancing
countries of the earth....."
About the blessings of self-government too, Romesh
Dutt had no doubts. We have seen in an earlier chapter
how in his Preface to the second volume of the Economic
Histofy he quoted with approval John Stuart Mill who had
said, "Such a thing as government of one people by another
does not and cannot exist. One people can keep another
for its own use, a place to make money in, a human cattle-
farm for the profits of its own inhabitants."
Ha was also conscious of the fact that pressure had
to be brought to bear on the rulers to make them concede
the demands of the Indian people. Referring to the criti-
cism that by his "agitation" and his criticism of Govern-
ment policy, Romesh Dutt was embarrassing Indians in
the service of Government, as also those who looked to
Government for favour, he wrote to his friend Beharilal
Gupta:
"I know the India Offi.ce. Considerations of race
are paramount there; they want to shut us out, not
because we are critics, but because we are natives, and
their policy is rule by Englishmen. They have matured
this policy in twenty years—they have a vast mass; of
secret minutes in their archives on the subject. Licking
the dust ofi their feet will not move them from this
policy; unsparing criticism and persistent fighting can,
and will do it. Englishmen understand fighting, and
they will yield to persistent fighting—not to begging."

